ENACTED 12/11/01


Introduced by Council Member Lockett-Felder:

ORDINANCE 2001-1162-E

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE EAST JACKSONVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLAN, CONSISTING OF A ZONING COMPONENT, A NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMPONENT, AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMPONENT, A COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT COMPONENT AND AN INFILL HOUSING AND REHABILITATION COMPONENT, AS THE NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLAN GOVERNING ALL DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE OFFICIAL BOUNDARIES OF THE EAST JACKSONVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD, GENERALLY BOUNDED BY TALLEYRAND AVENUE ON THE EAST, THE CSX RAILROAD LINES ON THE WEST, EIGHTH STREET ON THE NORTH AND THE ARLINGTON EXPRESSWAY ON THE SOUTH; REQUIRING THAT ALL DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE EAST JACKSONVILLE STUDY AREA MUST BE COMPATIBLE AND CONSISTENT WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLAN; DELEGATING THE AUTHORITY TO INTERPRET THE NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLAN TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s Growth Management Task Force recommended that efforts be undertaken to restore and revitalize older neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, in February, 2001, District Council Member Pat Lockett-Felder and the Planning and Development Department determined that a neighborhood action plan was needed to guide development and redevelopment within the East Jacksonville area, including the Fairfield and Oakland neighborhoods, and initiated the planning process by creating a Citizens Advisory Committee consisting of representatives of the local community, business owners and City government; and

WHEREAS, District Council Member Lockett-Felder, with the assistance of the Planning and Development Department, began the planning process with the strong support and leadership from the community including: the neighborhood block captains, the business owners along A. Philip Randolph Boulevard and numerous residents; and

WHEREAS, a planning team managed by the Planning and Development Department Comprehensive Planning Division worked with the Citizens Advisory Committee to examine the following major issues critical to the revitalization of the East Jacksonville Study Area: (1) preservation of the historical development of the community; (2) crime and the youth of the community; (3) infill housing and rehabilitation; (4) land use and zoning; (5) economic development of the A. Philip Randolph Boulevard Corridor and the Eighth Street Corridor; (6) infrastructure; and (7) environmental issues and the brownfields development; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department and staff from the Neighborhoods Department, with the assistance of Asset Property Disposition, Inc., the planning consultant, held a number of public forums and meetings to obtain the views of the community residents and business owners of the East Jacksonville area to ensure that public participation was an essential component of the plan; and

WHEREAS, during the planning process the following “visions” were created:

(a) Social development activities should be focused on the youth of the community to address crime prevention; 

(b) Economic development activities should be focused on the A. Philip Randolph Boulevard and the Eighth Street commercial corridors; 

(c) Neighborhood clean-up activities should be targeted towards elderly homeowners and vacant lots; and 

(d) Residential development should conserve the historical pattern of development and attract new homeowners into the area; and

WHEREAS, after extensive public participation and subsequent review and revision by the Planning and Development Department planning team and the Citizens Advisory Committee, the “East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan” containing strategies and recommendations for the preservation of the historical and cultural character of the Neighborhood Action Plan Study Area; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Approval and Adoption of the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan.  The East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan, consisting of a Zoning component, a Neighborhood Conservation District component, an Economic Development component, a Community Redevelopment District component and an Infill Housing and Rehabilitation component, is hereby approved and adopted as the master plan guiding all development and redevelopment within the boundaries of the East Jacksonville neighborhood, as defined in the Plan, generally bounded by Talleyrand Avenue on the east, the CSX railroad lines on the west, Eighth Street on the north, and the Arlington Expressway on the south (the “Neighborhood Action Plan Study Area”). A copy of the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan is on file in the Council Legislative Services Division.


Section 2.

All Development and Redevelopment in the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan Area Compatible and Consistent with the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan.  All development and redevelopment within the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan Study Area, including, but not limited to, all public works projects and streetscape improvements, partnerships with the City that require funding and all projects requiring permits, shall be compatible and consistent with the plan recommendations contained in the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan.  


Section 3.

Delegation of Authority to Interpret the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan and Approve Development and Redevelopment Projects to the Planning and Development Department.  The Council hereby delegates the responsibility and authority to interpret the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan and to review and approve the development and redevelopment projects as described in Section 2 of this ordinance to the Director of the Planning and Development Department.


Section 4.

Continued Involvement of the Residents, Citizens, Representatives of Community Associations and Businesses.  Because the residents of the area, the community associations, the citizens advisory committees and businesses have been invaluable in determining the future of their neighborhood and because their continued involvement is essential to ensure the success of this Neighborhood Action Plan, the Council hereby urges and requests that the City staff continue to encourage and support the process of active involvement of all of these parties in the implementation of the East Jacksonville Neighborhood Action Plan.


Section 5.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Theresa R. Matchett
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